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Greetings!!!   So whoôs ready to soak up some sun??  The 

CAC is looking forward to some much needed warmth and 
sunshine!! In this edition of our newsletter, weôll show you what 
weôve been working on and what is coming up in the next several 
months! 

 

Sweetheart Dinner & Dance 

Great Success 
Over 300 community members showed their support for the 
Childrenôs Advocacy Center at the 8th Annual Sweetheart Dinner & 
Dance held on Saturday, February 27th at the KC Hall in Washington, 
Missouri.  The night included great food, dancing, and numerous 
auction items donated by over 150 local business and civic 
organizations.  Special guest emcee, Jeff Burton, from 105.7 The 
Point, entertained the crowd and ñAlderwoodò provided great music. 
The funds raised through the event will directly contribute to the 
support of the CAC, which will allow the Center to continue working 
towards its mission to stop child abuse and protect children through a 
community based, coordinated response.   
 
Each year, the CAC turns to the team members to request support.  
The teams are enticed with the opportunity to win the ñGolden Team 
Awardò which is provided to the agency whose items bring in the most 
money from the silent and live auction.  This year, the award went to 
Franklin County Sheriffôs Office whose items brought in more than 
$5,200 in donations.  Detective Larry Cook from Pacific Police 
Department received 2nd Place in the Fundraising Challenge, bringing 
in over $4,300 in donations. The additional teams who contributed to 
the donations were: Crawford County Juvenile Office, Franklin County 
Prosecuting Attorneyôs Office, Franklin County Childrenôs Division, 
Franklin County Juvenile Office, St. Clair Police Department, Sullivan 
Police Department, Washington Police Department, and Team 
Washington County.  
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One of the main reasons the fundraiser is so successful is 
because the CACECM works with a wonderful group of team 
members. Not only do they do they work tirelessly to protect the 
children of our community, but they also provide phenomenal 
support to the Center as well.   
 
Besides the above mentioned local support, the Knights of 
Columbus provided a wonderful venue and the Ladiesô Auxiliary 

catered the event.  Wendy 
Poepsel of PHOTOgraphics took 
pictures at the event and Diane 
Riley of Riley Auction and 
Appraisal Service served as the 
auctioneer for the live auction.  

They all greatly supported the CACôs efforts in putting together a 
successful event.   
 
The CACECM would like to thank the team members and the 
community who truly showed their belief in the work of the Center 
at the event!! 
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From L-R: Kathy Hartmann-CAC, Det. Bev Gillam-Franklin Co. Sheriffôs Office, Det. Matt Corbett-Franklin 
Co. Sheriffôs Office, Connilee Boehne-CAC, & Det. Ken Hotsenpiller, Franklin Co. Sheriffôs Office. 



 

AWARDS PRESENTED TO  

HEROES IN THE FIELD  
 

The CACECM presented two awards at the Sweetheart 
Dance on February 27th, 2010.  These awards were 
presented to two individuals who were nominated by their 
peers for their dedication and passion in working with 
children.  Dina Vitoux, therapist with Counseling 
Concepts, was presented with the ñRobert G. Wilkins 
Child Advocate of the Year Award.ò  This award is 
presented to a team member whose professional 
dedication exceeds any and all expectations regarding 
their role in protecting children.  Detective Matt 
Lindemeyer, Gasconade County Sheriffôs Department, 
presented Ms. Vitoux with the award.  Detective 
Lindemeyer spoke of Ms. Vitouxôs dedication and passion 
for helping children in the community.  ñDina is well 
respected in her field and is a strong advocate for 
children,ò Detective Lindemeyer stated. ñShe is the type of person who will go to bat for a child 
and fight for them, even if it means giving of her own time.  She is an exceptional therapist with 
a huge heart and we are blessed to have her in our community.ò   
 

The CACECM also presented the ñCareer Excellence 
Awardò to Nancy Weiss, who served as a Child Abuse 
Investigator with the Childrenôs Division, protecting and 
serving children for over twelve years.  Ms. Weiss was 
nominated for the award by Chief Darren Kelley, Pilot 
Knob Police Department, who described Ms. Weiss as 
dedicated, passionate, empathetic and a true social 
worker, always giving over a hundred percent. ñThe 
children were number one in her book and she did 
everything she could to make sure they were safe,ò Chief 
Kelley stated.  ñI am sure you can ask any child that Nancy 
has dealt with through the years of her being employed 
with Childrenôs Division and that child will remember her.ò 
Ms. Weiss resigned from the Childrenôs Division in 2009 to 
spend more time with her own family and is currently work 
at Safe Harbor Hospice. 

 
Congratulations to Dina and Nancy and thank you for your continued dedication and passion to 
the children of our community! 

 



 

Childrenõs Advocacy Center in Farmington  

Brings Services Closer to Home 
The CACECM has had an exciting and successful year at their new office in Farmington.  The 
office was opened utilizing a one-year Program Expansion Grant from National Childrenôs 
Alliance.  The grant allowed the CACECM to open an office at 601 Maple in Farmington to 
provide services at a more convenient location for families from St. Francois, Ste. Genevieve, 
Madison and Iron counties.  Previously, some families had to travel over an hour to receive a 
forensic interview and services.  The Farmington Office cut mileage and travel time almost in 
half for these families.    

 
The CACECEM has provided services to over 130 children and their families since opening at 
the end of April 2009.  Connilee Boehne, Executive Director, explained that while it may seem 
upsetting to realize the number of local children that have made a disclosure of abuse, it also 
confirms the need for these kinds of services in the area.   
 
Services provided through the Childrenôs Advocacy Center are available at no cost to families.  
Staff depend on grants and donations to pay operational costs and staff salaries.  The startup 
grant that initially funded the Farmington location has ended.  The CACECM is now searching 
for additional funding to continue providing services in Farmington.  Funding is needed for rent 
and utility expenses as well as the expense for staff to travel to the Farmington office.  The site 
in Farmington is currently functioning as a satellite office and staff from the Desoto CACECM 
office travel to the location when an interview is scheduled.  The overwhelming success of the 
Farmington office had demonstrated the need for full time staff to be located at the site.  The 
CACECM is also looking for funding to be able to staff the Farmington office with a full-time 
Forensic Interviewer and Family Advocate.  Anyone interested in assisting with the project 
through a tax deductible donation can contact Connilee Boehne at 636-586-1806 or 
cboehne@comtrea.org. 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

Farmington Presbyterian Church  

Donates To CAC  

 

Farmington Presbyterian Church donated $2,000 from the Florence Hunt Hawn Mission Fund 
for the CACECM Farmington office.  The donation was used to help pay the rent for the new 
office once the grant period ended.  This has allowed for the continuation of services at the 
new location.  
 
The CACECM is able to financially support 
services provided to children and their 
families with the community support 
provided through private donations and 
fundraising events.  The CACECM is 
extremely grateful for the generous donation 
and support from the Farmington 
Presbyterian Church. We truly embrace 
those moments where the community lets 
us know that they appreciate and respect 
our efforts to protect children.   
 

 

CAC WELCOMES NEW FORENSIC 
INTERVIEWER  , COURTNEY HENSIC  
 
Courtney has a B.A. in Psychology from St. Louis University 
and is currently working on her Masterôs degree in 
Counseling at Webster University. She joined the CACECM 
in January 2010. Prior to coming to the CACECM, she 
worked as a Foster Care Case Manager for Edgewood 
Childrenôs Center. Courtney enjoys spending time with her 
boyfriend Mark, friends, and family. She also likes playing 
tennis, shopping, and traveling whenever she can.  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Left to Right- Reverend Paul Bembower, Connilee Boehne, Vicki 
Monnig, and Al Sullivan.   

 



 

 

 

 

 

Changing Times, Changing Needs 
 

We have all felt the effects of the current economy.  Prices are up, employment is down, and 
we are all dealing with it in one way or another.  One of the effects we have noticed at the 
CACECM is families struggling to find the gas money to travel to the Center.  While the 
opening of the new office in Farmington has alleviated some of issues of traveling for families 
in that area, there are still some who do not have the means to pay for a trip to the Center.   
 
We want all children and families to have access to the services provided by the CACECM.  
However, with the changing times and changing needs, we struggle to make this happen.  The 
CACECM is currently seeking donations of gas cards to provide to families in need so we can 
continue the work of making their situation as least traumatic as possible.  If you are interested 
in making a donation, you may either contact the CACECM or send donations to 20 Hughes 
Ford Road, Suite 5, Sullivan, MO 63080. 

 

 
 
 

Thanks to everyone who purchased a ñGo Blueò 

t-shirt this year for Child Abuse Awareness 

month.  We sold nearly 450 shirts to both team 

and community members!  Thank you for helping 

raise awareness of child abuse!  



Itės Golf Time! 
 

The weather is getting warmer, the grass is 
getting greener, and spring is here!  This also 
means golfers are hitting the courses!  Grab 
your clubs and join us for the 5th Annual 
CACECM Golf Tournament on Friday, August 
13, 2010 at the highly acclaimed Union Hills Golf 
Course in Pevely, MO.  Registration for the four 
person scramble begins at 9:00 AM with a shot 
gun start at 10:00 AM.  The event includes a 
luncheon, beverages served throughout the 
course, dinner and awards presentation, exciting 
games including a hole-in-one contest 
sponsored by Lucas-Smith Dodge, numerous 
door prizes, and fantastic raffle items.    
 
The Golf Committee has been hard at work for 
the past four months to help make this the most 
successful golf tournament to date.  Committee 
members include: Craig Boyer, Michele 
Christian, George Gladis, Kelley Guertzgen, 
Carrie Newenham, Amy Rhodes, Jerry Rogers, 
Pam Roth, Deanna Ryan, Blake Temple, Forrest 
Wegge, and Tracy Wiecking. 
 
Special thanks to Eagle Bank for being this 
yearôs ñEvent Sponsor.ò  Thanks also to 
Jefferson Regional Medical Center for sponsoring the golf dinner and to Stealth for returning 
as a ñChampion Sponsorò this year.     
 
If you are interested in becoming a sponsor, donating an item for the event, or participating 
in the four-person scramble, please contact Deanna Ryan at 636-586-1806.  Registration 
forms are available at www.cacecm.org.  We hope to see you on the course for a great 
time!  

 
 
 
 

http://www.cacecm.org/


 
A NOTE FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
Over the past eight years of working at the CAC, I have met 
numerous children who have touched my lifeéeach in their own 
special way.  One of these children is Koryssa.  I met Koryssa in 
2003, as a cute 12 year old girl with braces and a pony tail (and in 
her words ñway too many barrettes.ò)   I had the opportunity to 
watch her grow and mature over the next four years when we 
would see each other at subsequent court hearings.   Koryssa 
continued to hold a special place in my heart and I enjoyed 
keeping in contact with her over the years.  She recently offered to 
share her experience with others so they may get a true picture of 
what a child has to go through during the investigative and court 

process.  Koryssa shared the following at the CAC Sweetheart Dinner/Dance and has also given me 
permission to share this with you.  

 
ñGood evening, my name is Koryssa. First off, I want to say that it is an honor to be speaking to 

you tonight. When I first came to the Childrenôs Advocacy Center I was 12 years old. I had recently 
revealed to my school counselor that I had been raped and molested by my step father over the course 
of the past 4 years. I went to the CAC for an interview and after, I put my painted handprint on the wall. 
Over the next 4 years I went through preliminary hearings, continuances, trials etc. until it was all finally 
settled. Connilee was at many of these appearances, with my interview tape in hand in case it was 
needed, and there to support me. Finally, when the verdict came back, it was not guilty. Where this 
would devastate most, I grew from it. One of the reasons is I knew I had the support of my family, the 
team members involved in my case, and the CAC.  I knew they believed me and were there fighting for 
me.  I am a 19 year old sophomore in college, and will be graduating a year earlier than my peers. Iôm 
in a healthy relationship, have many friends, my own apartment, and a steady job. Now this isnôt to say 
that I havenôt been affected by what happened, I did the usual counseling and there are still days that I 
think about it. But what I think I remember most now is not all the pain I went through, but that interview, 
7 years ago, and putting my painted handprint on the wall at the Childrenôs Advocacy Center. Looking 
back, that handprint symbolizes something bigger. It shows that I was there, it was all real, and look at 
me now! I canôt hide from the trauma that will still affect me, but it has made me stronger. I donôt know 
where I would be in my life if not for the Childrenôs Advocacy Center. Even today, as a grown up, I know 
that I can go back and talk to someone there if I need ANYTHING. They have made such an impact on 
my life, and Iôm sure the lives of many others.ò  
 
Koryssaôs story is just one of the over 3,000 children who have been involved with the CAC.  Every day 
we meet another ñKoryssaò who touches our lives and our hearts.  We truly appreciate the opportunity 
to have a positive impact on their lives and work to make their experience just a little bit easier. 
 
On behalf of the CAC, we would like to thank Koryssa for sharing her story with us.  We are extremely 
proud of her and everything she has accomplished!  While she states that we had an impact on her life, 
she had a great one on ours as well! 

 



 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Multidisciplinary Team Training  
May 20, 2010 
Sullivan Firehouse 
 
Multidisciplina ry Team Training  
May 21, 2010 
Jefferson County Judicial Center 
 
Trauma Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy Training  
May 26-27, 2010 
Sleep Inn- Washington 
 
CACECM at Country Days 
June 5, 2010 
Farmington 
 
5th Annual CACECM Golf Tournament 
August 13, 2010 
Union Hills Golf Course, Pevely, MO 
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(636) 586-1806 
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(636) 586-9285 
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Sullivan, MO  63080 

Phone 
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Fax 
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601 Maple 

Farmington, MO 63640 

Phone 
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Weôre on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.cacecm.org 

 
If you would like to unsubscribe to this newsletter, please email Kathy at khartmann@comtrea.org.  
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Wish List  
**Donations may be sent to  

any location 

 
Ribbons/Stickers for 

children 
 

Books (call for details) 
 

2ÅÃÏÒÄÁÂÌÅ $6$ȭÓ 
(call for more details) 

 
Printer Paper 

 
Pamphlet holders to 

hang on wall 
 

Projector 
 

Refrigerator 
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